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Mission Statement
Notre Dame Schools provide a Catholic co-educational program in a
diverse and nurturing environment where critical thinking and academic
excellence are cultivated. Welcoming families of all faiths, Notre Dame is
dedicated to developing each student's individual educational, spiritual,
and personal gifts so they may become responsible church and community
leaders whose lives are rooted in Christian values.

Administration

Guidance Counselors

Mr. Roy Kane
Executive Principal
rkane@notredameutica.org

Mrs. Bridget Manley
Guidance Counselor
bmanley@notredameutica.org

Mrs. Danea Hurd
Associate Principal
dhurd@notredameutica.org

JR HIGH SCHOOL
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2021-2022

JR HIGH SCHOOL
REQUIREMENTS
2021-2022

Art Department
Program of Studies

Mrs. Denise Tan, Department Chair

dtan@notredameutica.org

The Art Department courses are designed to enrich the lives of students; to develop in
them an awareness of the richness of God’s creations; the ability to problem-solve and think
originally and inventively within the creative possibilities of various artists’ media. The
students’ powers of observation, along with respect for individual vision and expression, will
be strongly encouraged in each course, along with interaction with the teacher in
developing the students unique works of art.The importance of art in our contemporary
living and in our cultural heritage and that of other countries cultural heritage, will be
explored at length.

Art 8
801
Grade 8
Semester
Art 8 is a two term course that introduces students to a variety of art experiences that
develop the students’ visual awareness and respect for the creative process, including
respect for their own artwork, other classmates’ artwork, and their art materials. The
students will develop their art skills and projects using the Elements of Art and Principles of
Design, along with regular sketchbook assignments and related project vocabulary words.
Use of the color wheel and line will be emphasized throughout projects, and multi-cultural
and art history projects will be completed by the students. All pieces of artwork are graded
with a rubric, and all projects will comply with the National Visual Arts Standards.

English Department
Program of Studies
Mrs. Brandy Hoke, Department Chair

bmillernd@notredameutica.org

English Program Overview
All students enrolled at Notre Dame Jr./Sr. High School must be enrolled in an English
Language Arts Course. 4 Credits of ELA are required for graduation (English 9, 10, 11, and
12). Students in English 7 and 8 are prepared for the New York State Common Core ELA
Tests, whereas students in English 9-11 focus on necessary skills to prepare them for the
New York State Common Core ELA Regents, which is required for graduation, as well as
college level course work.
A portfolio writing program is in place which allows students and teachers to assess growth
and/or areas in need of improving. Additionally, across all grade levels, students use the
Sadlier Vocabulary Workshop program to develop and strengthen vocabulary usage in
preparation for the SAT. All students have a minimum of 2 summer reading assignments as
well as independent reading throughout the school year, with an even blend of classical and
contemporary literature.
All seniors at Notre Dame are afforded the opportunity to earn a minimum of 6 college
credits from MVCC through their enrollment in EN101 and EN102 respectively. All seniors
could earn up to 6 additional credits through MVCC be enrolling in electives such as Film
Appreciation or Public Speaking. Local exams are administered for all courses at midterm as
well as at the conclusion of the course. the study of vocabulary and grammar practice. This
course will help students develop successful study skills and will prepare them for the New
York State Common Core ELA 8 Test.

English Department
Program of Studies
ENGLISH 7
201
Full Year
English 7 is a full year course designed to develop skills in the areas of reading
comprehension, literary interpretation, analysis, critical thinking, writing, speaking, and
listening in adherence with state standards. Development of expository, descriptive,
narrative, and persuasive writing skills are included, along with a focus on the writing
process. Students will engage in various projects to aid in their ability to work both
independently and collaboratively with their peers. Students will study short stories, poetry,
mythology, drama, and novels. These skills will be augmented by the study of vocabulary
and grammar practice. This course will help students develop successful study skills and will
prepare them for the New York State Common Core ELA 7 Test.
Major works to be studied include but are not limited to: The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton and
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
ENGLISH 8
202
Full Year
English 8 is a full year course which is designed to continue developing skills in the areas of
reading comprehension, literary interpretation, analysis, critical thinking, writing, speaking,
and listening in adherence with state standards. Continued development and refinement in
the areas of expository, descriptive, narrative, and persuasive writing skills are included.
Students will engage in various projects to aid in their ability to work both independently
and collaboratively with their peers. Students will study short stories, poetry, mythology,
drama, and novels. These skills will be augmented by the study of vocabulary and grammar
practice. This course will help students develop successful study skills and will prepare
them for the New York State Common Core ELA 8 Test.
Major works to be studied include but are not limited to: The Lord of the Flies by William
Golding, The Boy Who Dared by Susan Campbell-Bartolotti, Night by Elie Wiesel, and
Mississippi Trial, 1955 by Chris Crowe.

History Department
Program of Studies
Mr. Ryan Poore, Department Chair

rpoore@notredameutica.org

Social Studies Program Overview
All students enrolled at Notre Dame Jr./Sr. High School must be enrolled in a Social Studies
Course. 4 Credits of Social Studies are required for graduation (Global I and II in grades 9 and
10, U.S. History in grade 11, and Government/Economics in grade 12). Students in Social
Studies 7 and 8 will learn skills needed in their United States history courses that will provide
them the skills to be successful for Regents and Advanced Placement Exams in high school.
All high school students at Notre Dame are afforded the opportunity to earn AP exam
credits in grades 10, 11 and 12. Regents exams will need to be taken at the end of the year
for all Advanced Placement Courses. College credit in Government through MVCC is
available for seniors that have followed the Advanced Placement pathway in grades 10 and
11. Psychology classes are available for upperclassmen as an elective class or as an
Advanced Placement course.

Social Studies 7
301
Full Year
This course of study examines Untied States history in a chronologically arranged fashion.
Major topics ranging from the pre-Columbian era, American colonization, American
Revolution, early 1800s, and Civil War are covered.It studies/discovers political, geographic,
economic, and social trends in United States history. It provides a solid content base in
American history, helping students develop an understanding of the rights and duties for
participatory citizenship. It will provide a model for the global connections they will discover
in grades 9 and 10 social studies program. The course of study involves the use of maps,
charts, graphs as well as written expression. Students will develop reasoning skills necessary
to extend inquiry, expand knowledge, and understand how the past is studied and
interpreted. This course follows the implementation of New York States’ changes to scope
and sequence for topics and assessment.

History Department
Program of Studies
Social Studies 8
302
Full Year
This course of study concludes the Unites States history that was begun in seventh grade.
Topics covered include the post-Civil War Era, industrialization and urbanization, American
imperialism, both World Wars, The Great Depression, the Cold War and ends with current
day topics. As with seventh grade course work, maps, charts, graphs as well as written
expression are used. It provides a solid content base in American history, helping students
develop an understanding of the rights and duties for participatory citizenship. The course
will examine the relationships of Americans of very diverse backgrounds and examine how
they adapted to the culture of different regions of the United States. Added emphasis is
placed on historical document interpretation and analysis, with focus on written response.
Students will develop reasoning skills necessary to extend inquiry, expand knowledge, and
understand how the past is studied and interpreted. This course follows the implementation
of New York State's changes to scope and sequence for topics and assessment.

Math Department
Program of Studies
Mathematics in the 21st century involves critical and creative thinking, analyzing, making
connections, reasoning, effective communication, justification, and problem-solving. In our
mathematics program, our students will become discoverers. We will challenge them to
think mathematically instead of being good at calculating. We will foster each student’s
enthusiasm and build their confidence toward becoming 21st century learners.

Math 7
402
Full Year
Math 7 is aligned with the New York State Next Generation Standards that the students of
Notre Dame need to successfully complete. The course’s focus is on analyzing proportional
relationships and applying them real-world and mathematical problems, applying and
extending the students’ prerequisite knowledge of operations with fractions to add,
subtract, multiply and divide rational numbers, use properties of operations to generate
equivalent expressions, solve real-life and mathematical problems using numerical and
algebraic expressions, equations, and inequalities, draw, construct, and describe geometrical
figures and describe the relationships between them, solve real-life and mathematical
problems involving angle measure, area, surface area, and volume, use random sampling to
draw inferences about a population, draw informal comparative inferences about two
populations, and investigate chance processes and develop, use and evaluate probability
models. The students will take the Math 7 NYS Assessment in the Spring.
Requirement:
TI-30XIIS

Math Department
Program of Studies
ACC Math 7
404
Full Year
ACC Math 7 is aligned with the New York State Next Generation Standards. This course is
extremely rigorous. The students will be expected to learn all the standards from both Math
7 and Math 8. This will prepare the students for the high school Regents course, Algebra I
Common Core, which they will take as an 8th grader. The students will take the Math 7 NYS
Assessment in the Spring.
Prerequisite:
Cumulative 6th grade Mathematics average of 90 or higher, a cumulative GPA of 85 or
higher, recommendation of 6th grade Mathematics teacher, approval of Mathematics
Department Chair and Associate/Executive Principal.
Requirement:
TI-30XIIS
Math 8
403
Full Year
Math 8 is aligned with the New York State Next Generation Standards that the students of
Notre Dame need to successfully complete. The course’s focus is on irrational numbers and
their approximations, simplifying radicals and integer exponents, making connections
between proportional relationships, lines, and linear equations, analyzing and solving linear
equations and pairs of simultaneous linear equations, define, evaluate, and compare
functions, use functions to model relationships between quantities, use physical models,
transparencies, or technology to understand congruency and similarity, understand and
apply the Pythagorean Theorem, solve real-world and mathematical problems involving
volume of cylinders, cones, and spheres, and investigate patterns of association in bivariate
data.The students will take the Math 8 NYS Assessment in the Spring.
Requirement:
TI-30XIIS

Math Department
Program of Studies
Algebra I CC
410
Full Year
Algebra I is the first mathematics New York State Regents high school course aligned with
the New York State Next Generation Standards that the students of Notre Dame need to
successfully complete. The course’s focus is on functions, such as linear, quadratics,
exponential, square, and those that are piece-wise defined, including absolute value and
step. The students will be able to analyze and specifically describe the processes, interpret,
and write expressions, develop, and apply the correct terminology of polynomials, create
and reason with equations and inequalities, perform arithmetic with polynomials and rational
expressions, build and interpret functions, and interpret categorical and quantitative data.
The students will take the Algebra I Regents exam in June.
Requirement:
A TI-86 graphing calculator.

Science Department
Program of Studies
Mr. John Roberts, Department Chair

jroberts@notredameutica.org

The Living Environment 7
501
Full Year
This course is an introduction to Regents Biology. Students will explore life science by
participating in a variety of activities and discussion. Students will use and apply scientific
concepts, principles, and theories to the natural world. They will acquire lab skills through
the use of hands-on activities. Lab skills will focus on the use of graphing, measurement with
rulers, calculators, and the microscope. The units of study include: scientific method,
structure and function of cells, heredity, evolution, diversity of life, animals (vertebrates/
invertebrates), nutrition, ecology, and the human body.
Required Materials:
Scientific or 4-function Calculator
The Physical Setting 8
502
Full Year
The Physical Setting is an introductory course for chemistry and physics. Students will
explore the physical sciences by participating in a variety of activities and discussion.
Students will discover the physical world by formulating hypotheses and drawing
conclusions. They will acquire lab skills through the use of hands-on activities. These
activities will focus on the use of measurements with metric rulers, calculators, triple beam
balances, beakers and test tubes, pipettes, Bunsen burners, acid/base indicators, stop
watches, lenses, and motion simulation. The units of study include: atoms, elements,
compounds, periodic trends, matter, forces, waves, and motion. The course will include the
NYS 8th grade science assessment in May/June.
PREREQUISITES:
Successful completion of Science 7.
Required Materials:
Scientific or 4-function Calculator
Metric Ruler

World Language
Program of Studies
Mrs. Bridget Curley, Department Chair

bcurley@notredameutica.org

The study of a foreign language is important. In learning a language, you learn how others
live and express themselves. This insight into other cultures is important in a world where
people of different backgrounds live in close contact. Learning a foreign language will also
help you to understand your own language and culture. Students will be trained in all four
major language skills: reading, writing, speaking, and listening. The language department
recommends that students take a foreign language through level three. Advanced study is
encouraged for students who have an aptitude for the language. The language department
also recommends that students have a minimum final grade of 80 to enroll in the Dual
Credit Levels
Spanish 7
601
Full Year
This course is designed to provide the 7th grade student with the first portion of Level 1
Spanish. The course is aligned with Checkpoint A of the Regents Languages Other Than
English curriculum from New York State.The course is designed to introduce students to
elementary aspects of the Spanish language, including basic vocabulary, grammar, and
culture. Students will be expected to read, write, and speak in Spanish and to understand
spoken Spanish appropriate for their level.
Spanish I
611
Grade 8
This course is the second portion of Level 1 Spanish. The course is aligned with Checkpoint
A of the Regents Languages Other Than English curriculum from New York State. Emphasis
is given to establishing a strong foundation in comprehension and basic communication on
simple, everyday topics.Students will continue to study the elementary aspects of the
Spanish language and will start to enhance cross-cultural skills. At the completion of this
course, students will take the Checkpoint A examination. All 8th grade students must pass
both the course and the Checkpoint A examination to receive a high school credit for this
course.

World Language
Program of Studies
French 7
602
Full Year
This course is designed to provide the 7th grade student with the first portion of Level 1
French. The course is aligned with Checkpoint A of the Regents Languages Other Than
English curriculum from New York State.The course is designed to introduce students to
elementary aspects of the French language, including basic vocabulary, grammar, and
culture. Students will be expected to read, write, and speak in French and to understand
spoken French appropriate for their level.
French I
612
Full Year
This course is the second portion of Level 1 French. The course is aligned with Checkpoint
A of the Regents Languages Other Than English curriculum from New York State. Emphasis
is given to establishing a strong foundation in comprehension and basic communication on
simple, everyday topics.Students will continue to study the elementary aspects of the
French language and will start to enhance cross-cultural skills. At the completion of this
course, students will take the Checkpoint A examination. All 8th grade students must pass
BOTH the course and the Checkpoint A examination to receive a high school credit for this
course.

Religion
Program of Studies
Religion 7
101
Full Year
This course is required of all 7th grade students. The curriculum looks at a variety of topics
to introduce the students to the way Jesus Christ affects our daily life. The course work
includes units on personal growth and development, respect for life and Catholic Christian
sexuality, responsibility to others, the identity and mission of Jesus, the role of the Christian
community, and our call to discipleship.

Religion 8
102
Full Year
This course is required of all 8th grade students. In the 8th grade curriculum, we build upon
many of the 7th grade topics. This curriculum concentrates on Catholic values, the
challenge to grow in age, wisdom, and grace, the history of the Catholic Church, the
importance of prayer in the life of the individual and the Church, and the mission of the
Catholic Church to spread the gospel message throughout the world.

Naval Science
Program of Studies
Mr. Terry Labeff, Department Chair

tlabeff@notredameutica.org

NS I introduce students to the meaning of citizenship, the elements of leadership, and the
value of scholarship in attaining life goals. We strive to promote an awareness of the
importance of a healthy lifestyle, including physical fitness, a proper diet, and controlling
stress and drug awareness.We will provide the students with the principles of health and
first aid, geography, survival skills and an overview of Naval ships and aircraft.
The course content includes an introduction to the NJROTC program, to Leadership,
Citizenship and the American Government, to Wellness, Fitness and First Aid, which
includes diet, exercise, and drug awareness, to Geography, Orienteering, Survival and Map
reading skills, and to the U.S. Navy.

Music Department
Program of Studies
Mrs. Elizabeth Evans, Department Chair

eevans@notredameutica.org

Music 7
801
Semester
Students will write, speak, create, analyze, and perform music through a basic knowledge of
musical concepts and terminology. Class activities include listening and responding to a
variety of music genres through individual and group projects.Students will increase their
understanding of how music connects to other disciplines and its relationship to history and
culture.

Junior Band
898
Full Year
Students will work in lessons and in band towards the goal of outstanding performance.
Students will establish correct instrumental techniques and strengthen critical listening skills
as performers.Musicianship will be developed through good intonation, balance, blend,
tone, appropriate style, and quality repertoire.

Technology
Program of Studies
Automation & Robotics
700
Semester
The students trace the history, development, and influence of automation and robotics as
they learn about mechanical systems, energy transfer, machine automation, and computer
control systems. Students use the VEX Robotics platform to design, build, and program realworld objects, such as traffic lights, toll booths, and robotic arms.

Design & Modeling
701
Semester
Students apply the design process to solve problems and understand the influence of
creativity and innovation in their lives. Students design a playground and furniture,
capturing research and ideas in their engineering notebooks. Using Autodesk design
software, students create a virtual image of their designs and produce a portfolio to
showcase their innovative solutions.

Phys Ed Department
Program of Studies
Physical Education 7-8
941
Full Year

The program provides a flexible curriculum that creates an atmosphere conducive to the
growth of motor skills and body management, acceptable social behavior, good
sportsmanship, physical fitness, common courtesy, and cooperation. Students will be graded
on attendance, participation, performance, and knowledge of each unit covered.

